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The Washo language is spoken in east central California and Nevada in an area 
centering around Lake Tahoe. There are several dozen speakers, most over 50 years 
of age (William Jacobsen p.c. 1991). The name Washo is from the native word for the 
tribe, wd'Siw, The language, which has no close relatives, was recognized as an isolate 
in Powell 1891. In 1917 Harrington linked it to Chumash, which Sapir (1917) noted 
would make it Hokan. Dixon & Kroeber 1919 contains two lists of cognates shared 
by Washo and other Hokan languages, one compiled by them, one by Sapir. Jacobsen 
has provided large sets of additional possible cognates (1958, 1979: 567-70). 

The &st two Washo words were written down in 1844 by John Fr6mont. 
Subsequent material, primarily wordlists, was recorded by Jules Remy in 1855, R. 
Ridgeway in 1875, James Simpson by 1876, Stephen Powers in 1876, Heniy Henshaw 
in 1883, Charles Keeler in 1889, C. Amy Cohn by 1902, C. Hart Merriam in 1903, 
1904, 1935, Edward Curtis by 1926, and John Price by 1962. Major published sources 
include a grammatical sketch in Kroeber 1907c, text collections in Dangberg 1927 and 
Lowie 1963, especially a comprehensive grammar in Jacobsen 1964, and a 
pedagogical grammar in Jacobsen 1996. Jacobsen describes dialectal differentiation 
and external relations (1978) and headless relatives (1998). Bibliographies can be 
found in d'Azevedo & Price 1963 and Jacobsen 1978, 1986b,c, and 1996b. Material 
cited here comes from Jacobsen, more reliable than eariier sources. 
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